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ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO CG-00 DOTE-OO EB-08 L-03 
COME-OO DLOS-09 SSO-OO CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 
INRE-00 SCS-06 CA-01 DODE-OO /059 W 

073038 281935Z/11 

0 281800Z JUN78 

FM AMCONSUL BELEM 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0767 

INFO AMEMBASSY BRASILIA IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY MEXICO CITY PRIORITY 

NAT MARINE FISHERIES SERV ST PETERSBURGH FLA PRIORITY 

UNCLAS BELEM 0169 

PASS COMMERCE FOR NOAA., MEXICO FOR RFA 

EO 11652:NA 

TAGS: EFIS, CPRS, US, BR 

SUB J : BOAT SEIZURE STATUS REPORT 

REF: BET EM 167 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . THREE MOST RECENTLY SEIZED US SHRIMPERS ARRIVED IN BELEM JUNE 
27. PRINCIPAL OFFICER VISITED TWO OF THEM, ANITA KAY AND CAYENNE 
LAURA, THIS A.M. (THIRD VESSEL, SEVEN SEAS, WAS BEING MOVED FROM 
ONE DOCKING FACILITY TO ANOTHER AT THE TIME.) CATCH HAD ALREADY 
BEEN REMOVED FROM ANITA KAY AND CAYENNE LAURA, AND CONFISCATION OF 
ON-DECK FISHING EQUIPMENT WAS UNDERWAY. NAVY SOURCE HAD TOLD 
CONSULATE YESTERDAY THAT, TO AVOID POSSIBLE SPOILAGE, SHRIMP AND 
FISHING GEAR WILL HENCEFORTH BE REMOVED PRIOR TO ASSESSMENT AND 
PAYMENT OF FINE, THUS REVERSING PREVIOUS SEQUENCE. 

2. MASTERS OF TWO BOATS VISITED INSISTED TO PRINCIPAL OFFICER 
THAT THEY WERE IN FRENCH GUIANESE WATERS WHEN SEIZED, ALTHOUGH 
THEY DID NOT KNOW COORDINATES OF THEIR POSITION. THEY ALSO 
MAINTAINED, IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION, THAT THEY HAD NOT BEEN 
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FISHING IN BRAZILIAN WATERS PRIOR TO CAPTURE. 

3. MASTERS AND CREW OF THREE BOATS ARE ALL BRAZILIANS. THEY 
APPARENTLY HAVE NEITHER PERSONAL DOCUMENTATION NOR BOATS' PAPERS 
WITH THEM. BASED ON PRIOR EXPERIENCE, THESE FACTORS WILL COMPLICATE 
RELEASE PROCEDURE. 

4. FIVE US VESSELS SEIZED JUNE 9 HAVE BEEN OFFICIALLY CLEARED 
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FOR DEPARTURE BY CAPTAIN OF PORTS. THEY ARE SCHEDULED TO DEPART 
AT 0400 JUNE 29. TWO BRAZILIAN CREW MEMBERS WHO HAD BEEN ON BOARD 
ONE OF FIVE BOATS WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO LEAVE. SINCE THEY LACK 
BOTH PERSONAL AND SEAMENS' DOCUMENTATION. 

5. SEIZURE AND RELATED DEVELOPMENTS HAVE ATTRACTED HEAVY LOCAL 
PRESS COVERAGE IN PAST TWO DAYS. MOST OF ACCOUNTS ORIGINATE 
FROM BRASILIA AND CENTER AROUND GOB PRONOUNCEMENTS THERE. BELEM 
DAILY O ESTADO DO PARA, HOWEVER. FEATURED JUNE 28 INTERVIEW WITH 
CAPTAIN OF ONE OF EARLIER FIVE BOATS SEIZED WHO ALLEGEDLY 
ASSERTED THAT US VESSELS WOULD CONTINUE TO FISH IN BRAZILIAN 
WATERS SINCE THESE ARE BEST SOURCE OF SHRIMP. 

BECELIA 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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